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An Irish Perspective



My Previous Call to Action 



http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32016R0679

The General Data Protection Regulation (2016)

Objectives:

• Protect individuals' fundamental 
rights and freedoms, particularly 
their right to protection of their 
personal data.

• Homogeneous protection of 
personal data across the EU 
Member States.

• Increased transparency and 
accountability.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32016R0679


Privacy
A community perspective



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019L0790&qid=1718022850003

Directive on Copyright in the Digital Single Market (2019)

Objectives:

• Protects creativity in the digital age, 
bringing concrete benefits to citizens, the 
creative sectors, the press, researchers, 
educators and cultural heritage 
institutions across the EU.

• Ensure that creators are fairly 
remunerated in the digital space.

• Protecting freedom of expression, a 
core value in our democracies.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019L0790&qid=1718022850003
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019L0790&qid=1718022850003


Copyright
A community perspective



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?qid=1561563110433&uri=CELEX:32019L1024

Directive on Open Data (2019)

Objectives:

• Ensuring fair competition and easy 
access public sector information. 

• Enhancing cross-border innovation based 
on data. 

• Introducing a principle that government 
data should be open by default and 
design and provided (almost) free of charge 
without (unnecessary) restrictions.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1561563110433&uri=CELEX:32019L1024
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1561563110433&uri=CELEX:32019L1024


Open Data
A community perspective

https://lod-cloud.net/

https://webfoundation.org/2011/11/5-star-open-data-initiatives/

https://lod-cloud.net/
https://webfoundation.org/2011/11/5-star-open-data-initiatives/


Open Data
A community perspective



The Data Governance Act (2022)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R0868

Objectives:
§ Strengthen mechanisms to increase data availability. 

§ Increase trust in data sharing.

§ Overcome technical obstacles to the reuse of data.

§ Support the set-up and development of common 
European Data Spaces involving both private and public 
players.

§ Facilitate sharing in a variety of sectors: health, 
environment, energy, agriculture, mobility, finance, 
manufacturing, public administration and skills   

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R0868
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R0868


The Data Governance Act (2022)

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/data-governance-act

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/data-governance-act


The Data Act (2023)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A68%3AFIN

Objectives:
§ Proposing new rules on who can use and access 

data generated in the EU across all economic sectors.

§ Ensure fairness in the digital environment, stimulate 
a competitive data market, open opportunities for 
data-driven innovation and make data more 
accessible.

§ New rules setting the framework for customers to 
effectively switch between different providers of 
data-processing services to unlock the EU cloud 
market.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A68%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A68%3AFIN


https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/data-act

The Data Act 
(2023)

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/data-act


Data Access & Governance 
A community perspective



The Artificial Intelligence Act (2024)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52021PC0206

Objectives:

§ Bring a wide array of economic and societal 
benefits across the entire spectrum of industries 
and social activities.

§ AI can also bring about new risks or negative 
consequences for individuals or the society.

§ Twin objective of promoting the uptake of AI 
and of addressing the risks associated with 
certain uses of such technology.

§ It supports the objective of the Union being a 
global leader in the development of secure, 
trustworthy and ethical artificial intelligence.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2024-0138-FNL-COR01_EN.pdf

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52021PC0206
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2024-0138-FNL-COR01_EN.pdf


Machine Learning approaches that learn from data how to achieve certain
objectives, 

and 

Logic- and Knowledge-based approaches that infer from encoded knowledge or 
symbolic representation of the task to be solved.

The Artificial Intelligence Act (2024) 
What is meant by the term AI?



§ The regulation follows a risk-based approach, differentiating between 
(i) an unacceptable risk 
(ii) a high risk
(iii) low or minimal risk

§ For non-high-risk AI systems, only very limited transparency 
obligations are imposed, for example in terms of the provision of 
information to flag the use of an AI system when interacting with 
humans.

§ For high-risk AI systems, the requirements of high-quality data, 
documentation and traceability, transparency, human oversight, 
accuracy and robustness, are strictly necessary to mitigate the risks to 
fundamental rights and safety posed by AI

The Artificial Intelligence Act (2024) 
Risk based approach



§ All those AI systems whose use is considered unacceptable as contravening 
Union values, for instance by violating fundamental rights. 

§ The prohibitions covers practices that have a significant potential to 
manipulate persons through subliminal techniques beyond their 
consciousness; 

§ Or exploit vulnerabilities of specific vulnerable groups such as children 
or persons with disabilities in order to materially distort their behaviour in a 
manner that is likely to cause them or another person psychological or 
physical harm. 

§ The proposal also prohibits AI-based social scoring for general purposes 
done by public authorities. 

Artificial Intelligence Legislation
Prohibited AI



The Artificial Intelligence Act (2024) 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union



The Artificial Intelligence Act (2024) 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union



The Artificial Intelligence Act (2024) 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union



Artificial Intelligence Legislation
High Risk AI



Artificial Intelligence Legislation
High Risk AI



Artificial Intelligence Legislation
High Risk AI



Artificial Intelligence Legislation
High Risk AI



§ Legal requirements for high-risk AI systems in relation to data and data governance, documentation and 
recording keeping, transparency and provision of information to users, human oversight, robustness, 
accuracy and security.

§ The precise technical solutions to achieve compliance with those requirements may be provided by standards or 
by other technical specifications.

§ A comprehensive ex-ante conformity assessment through internal checks, combined with a strong ex-post 
enforcement.

§ The setup of an EU database that will be managed by the Commission to increase public transparency and 
oversight.

§ The establishment of a European Artificial Intelligence Board compose representatives from the Member 
States and the Commission. 

The EU Artificial Intelligence Act (2024)
Governance



Artificial Intelligence Governance: 
A community perspective



KG-based AI for Self-Determination

KG-based AI for Self-determination Conceptualisation

• The three pillar research topics - trust, accountability, and 
autonomy - represent the desired goals for how AI can 
benefit society and facilitate self-determination

• The pillars combine fundamental principles of the 
proposed EU AI Act and self-determination theory. 

• The pillars are supported via four foundational research 
topics that represent the tools and techniques needed to 
support the three research pillars:
• machine-readable norms and policies
• decentralised infrastructure
• decentralised KG management
• explainable and neuro-symbolic AI

29Ibáñez, L., Domingue, J., Kirrane, S., Seneviratne, O., Third, A., Vidal, M., 2023. Trust, Accountability, and Autonomy in Knowledge 
Graph-based AI for Self-determination. Transactions on Graph Data and Knowledge (TGDK)



AI literacy should equip providers, deployers and affected persons with 
the necessary notions to make informed decisions regarding AI systems.

Those notions may vary with regard to the relevant context can include: 

§ understanding the correct application of technical elements during the AI 
system’s development phase; 

§ the measures to be applied during its use;
§ the suitable ways in which to interpret the AI system’s output; and
§ in the case of affected persons, the knowledge necessary to understand 

how decisions taken with the assistance of AI will have an impact on them.

AI literacy



To address concerns related to opacity and complexity of certain AI 
systems and help deployers to fulfil their obligations under this 
Regulation, transparency should be required for high-risk AI systems 
before they are placed on the market or put it into service.

In order to enhance legibility and accessibility of the information included in the 
instructions of use, where appropriate,

§ illustrative examples, for instance on the limitations and on the intended and 
precluded uses of the AI system, should be included. 

§ Providers should ensure that all documentation, including the instructions for use, 
contains meaningful, comprehensive, accessible and understandable 
information, taking into account the needs and foreseeable knowledge of the 
target deployers

Transparency



Whilst risks related to AI systems can result from the way such 
systems are designed, risks can as well stem from how such AI 
systems are used. Deployers of high-risk AI system therefore play a 
critical role in ensuring that fundamental rights are protected, 
complementing the obligations of the provider when developing the AI 
system.

Deployers are best placed to understand 
§ how the high-risk AI system will be used concretely; and 
§ can identify potential significant risks that were not foreseen in the 

development phase, 
§ due to a more precise knowledge of the context of use, the persons or 

groups of persons likely to be affected, including vulnerable groups.

Context



My Current 
Call to Action 
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